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1970 – 
Jimi Hendrix plays 

his last Seattle 
show, at south-end 

baseball park 
Sick’s Stadium.

1968 – 
Jimi Hendrix 
fi rst Seattle 

headlining gig at 
Seattle Center 

Arena.

1971 – 
Bumbershoot 
Arts Festival 

debuts.

1975 – 
Tacoma’s Diane 
Schuur debuts 
at the Monterey 

Jazz Festival.

Capitol Hill

This bohemian neighborhood attracts students and hipsters to its clubs, 
shops, eateries, and the vivid street scene on Broadway and beyond. With 

two colleges and one university nearby, 
businesses stay open later than usual.

1. Dick’s Drive-In: 115 Broadway E. The home of 
the Deluxe burger was immortalized in Sir-Mix-a-Lot’s 
1989 hit “Posse on Broadway,” a song that defi ned 
the jovial spirit of Seattle’s famous rap label, 
NastyMix Records.

2. 10th & E Pike St.: The close proximity of The 
Comet Tavern at 922 E Pike St., Moe’s Mo’ Rockin’ Café (now Neumo’s Crystal 
Ball Reading Room) at 925 E Pike St., the Century Ballroom at 915 E Pine St., 
and Broadway’s bustling strip have made this area ground zero for a generation of 
nightcrawlers. 

3. Cornish College of the Arts:  710 E Roy 
St. Piano teacher and student of the 
Montessori method Nellie Cornish 
founded this school in 1914 to create a 
space where students could experience 
the interconnectedness of all the arts. A 
hotbed of avant-gardism in the 1930s, 
its instructors included John Cage, 
Merce Cunningham, Martha Graham and 
Mark Tobey. The school survives as one 
of only a handful of accredited colleges 
of visual and performing arts in the 
United States. Most of Cornish relocated 
to the Denny Triangle area at the turn of 
this century, but historic Kerry Hall 
remains in use at this address. 

4. Coryell Apartments: 1820 E Thomas St. 
Home to the main characters in 
Cameron Crowe’s 1992 movie about 
young love and independent rock, 
Singles.

5. Jimi Hendrix Statue: 900 E Pine St. This privately 
commissioned artwork shows Seattle’s legendary 
axeman in a typically fl amboyant performance 
pose.

6. Volunteer Park: 1247 15th Ave. E Seattle’s site of 
counterculture “be-ins” sponsored by local 
newspaper The Helix during the 60s. 

Central District / Southeast Seattle

Racial and ethnic diversity characterize this 
historic area. 
Jimi Hendrix and Quincy Jones both spent 
formative childhood years here, and Ray 
Charles walked its streets as a young 
musician.

7. The Blue Note / Local 493 Black 
Musicians’ Union Hall: 1319 E Jefferson. 
Before desegregation, the Black Musicians’ 

Union Hall was a performance and social club and every member had a 
key to get in. In 1958 the union merged with AFM Local 76.

8. Viretta Park: 151 Lake Washington Blvd 
E. Fans often leave fl owers on a graffi ti-
laden bench at this unoffi cial public 
memorial near Kurt Cobain‘s former 
home.

9. Garfi eld High School: 400 23rd Ave.
Led by the venerable Clarence Acox, the 
Garfi eld Jazz Band has established itself 
as one of the nation’s top high school 
ensembles. Famous alumni from the 
music-friendly school, 
built in 1923, include 
Quincy Jones, Jimi 
Hendrix, and 
Ernestine Anderson. 
Visit by appointment 
only.

NW Seattle / Ballard / Magnolia

Seattle’s north and west neighborhoods, grounded in 
maritime and Scandinavian culture, now nurture a 
burgeoning music scene. 

10. Ballard Avenue: Though some artists and 
musicians have hung out in this neighborhood 
for years, only recently has Ballard burst into 

prominence as Seattle’s newest “new bohemia.” This street, an 
historic row of boutiques and nightspots, includes popular stops 
like the Tractor Tavern, Bop Street Records, the Sunset Tavern, 
and Hattie’s Hat. 

11. Daybreak Star Cultural Center in Discovery Park: 3801 W 
Government Way. Every July, this headquarters for United 
Indians of All Tribes Foundation, located within an expansive 
natural park, is home to a Pow Wow that attracts hundreds of 
dancers in full regalia, dozens of drum groups, and up to 10,000 
spectators in celebration of Native American culture. 

University District / Northeast Seattle

Centered around the University of Washington, this neighborhood has 
maintained a daring and youthful ambience. You never know what to expect 
in this ever-changing, vibrant area.

12. KRAB Radio – Jack Straw Productions: 4261 Roosevelt Way NE. Established in 
1963, KRAB was the second non-commercial, community-supported radio station 
in the US and the model for community radio nationwide. KRAB went off the air in 
1984, but its spirit lives on in the Jack Straw Foundation, still based at KRAB’s old 
address. Jack Straw is the Northwest’s only nonprofi t multidisciplinary audio arts 

center, housing a recording studio, a gallery, a 
performance space, and a permanent exhibit on KRAB.

13. The Blue Moon and Rainbow Taverns: 712 & 722 
NE 45th St. The epicenter of beatnik and hippie 
Seattle, these two taverns are greasy with literary and 
musical history. The Northwest’s most notable scribes, 
from Theodore Roethke to Tom Robbins, hugged the bar 
at the Blue Moon in its glory days, while next door at 
the Rainbow Northwest, blues, free jazz, and jam bands 
found a home. Robert Cray, Soundgarden, and Wayne 
Horvitz are among the Northwest artists who have 
contributed to the Rainbow’s funky ambience.

14. University of Washington: 4001 University Way NE. Notable U of W alums and/or 
former attendees include composer and pianist William Bolcom; leftist topical 
songwriter Earl H. Robinson; folk favorites The Brothers Four; jazz fusion pioneer 
Larry Coryell; smooth jazz king Kenny G. (who boasts a B.A. in accounting); punk 
legends Mark Arm and Kim Thayil; and guitarist Dave Dederer of the Presidents of 
the United States of America.

 The U of W is also famous for its ethnomusicology archive, which holds more than 
10,000 tapes and discs of fi eld and other music recordings, and more than 250 
musical instruments from around the world, as well as for the pristine Meany Hall 
for the Performing Arts.

15. Roosevelt High School: 1410 NE 66 St. Famous alumni of this “rock ‘n roll high 
school” include Pearl Jam’s lead guitarist Mike McCready, Guns and Roses bassist 
Duff McKagan, and Mötley Crüe guitarist Nikki Sixx. Roosevelt’s jazz band annually 
rivals Garfi eld’s in national high school competitions. Visit by appointment only.

1976 – Heart’s 
Dreamboat Annie 
released, Ann and 
Nancy Wilson gain 
international fame.

1975–76 – Sax ace 
Kenny G cuts debut 

45s with Seattle 
funk group Cold, 
Bold & Together.

1979 – Bruce Pavitt launches photocopied 
zine Subterranean Pop in Olympia, which 
lays the foundation for Sub Pop Records.

1979 – The Rocket 
magazine debuts in 
October & covers 
the local music 

scene for 
two decades.

1985 – Local 
rocker, Duff 
McKagan 
joins Guns 
and Roses 

and becomes 
a star.

1985 – Seattle 
initiates controversial 

Teen Dance 
Ordinance restricting 

young people’s 
access to music.

1986 – Tacoma’s 
Robert Cray fi nds 

worldwide fame with 
his Grammy-winning 
third album, Strong 

Presuader.

1986 – 
CZ Records Deep 
Six compilation 
showcases new 
hybrid “grunge” 
sound of punk 

and heavy metal.

1988 – DJ Nasty 
Nes hosts 

Seattle’s fi rst 
radio hip hop 
show, “Rap 
Attack,” on 

KCMU.

1989–1996 GRUNGE ERA

1990 – Future super 
group, Temple of the 
Dog record released. 
Pearl Jam forms from 

this group.

1991 – Nirvana’s 
Nevermind hits #1 and 

breaks new grunge 
genre to world.

1991 – Feminist 
wave, Riot Grrrl 

movement starts 
in Olympia, gains 

international 
attention.

1994 – 
Death of Nirvana 

frontman, 
Kurt Cobain. 

2000 – 
First Rockrgrl 

Music 
Conference.

2000 – 
Experience 

Music Project 
music 

museum 
opens.

1996 – Film 
Hype, exposes 

grunge 
movement, 

creates more 

1997. . . FROM MUSIC SCENE TO MUSIC INDUSTRY

Jazz - Jackson Street Era
In the not too distant past, nightclubs lined Seattle’s Jackson Street and 
surrounding area where dancing, bootleg liquor and hot jazz were spilling 
into the streets around the clock. Ray Charles, Quincy Jones, and Ernestine 
Anderson are just a few artists whose careers were launched on these 
blocks. Take a jazz scene walking tour. Several of these historic buildings 
are still standing, most are not. After your historical ramble, check out 
some of today’s local jazz sounds at clubs like Dimitriou’s Jazz Alley or 
Tula’s – or if you’re lucky enough to be in town when it’s happening, 
immerse yourself in the world-class, fringe-friendly, Earshot Jazz Festival. 

The Black & Tan Club: 404½ 12th Ave. S. Seattle’s most esteemed and 
longest-lived jazz nightclub operated from 1922–1966 under various names, and  

was the backdrop to greats like Duke Ellington, 
Ray Charles, and Charlie Parker.

The Black Elks Club: 662½ S Jackson, top 
fl oor. A 17 year-old Ray Charles had his fi rst 
regular gig here in 1948 with Garcia McKee.

The Rocking Chair: 1301 E Yesler Way. 
A raucous place memorialized by Charles’ 
“Rocking Chair Blues.”

The 908 Club: 908 12th Ave. Considered 
Seattle’s fi rst modern jazz temple, this was 
where hipsters and bohemians came to listen 
instead of dance. 

YMCA, East Madison Branch: 1723 23rd Ave. 
A venue for some of the best-known names in 
Northwest jazz and R&B: Dave Lewis, Floyd 
Standifer, Oscar Holden Sr., Quincy Jones, Ray 
Charles, Ernestine Anderson.

The Washington Performance Hall: 153 14th 
Ave. The NAACP’s “Grand Benefi t Ball” was held 

here in 1918 – Seattle’s fi rst documented jazz performance.

The Washington Social Club: 2302 E Madison. Artists booked by bandleader 
and promoter Bumps Blackwell included an underage Ernestine Anderson.

The Ubangi, the Colony Club, the Jungle Temple, the Mardi Gras, the Savoy 
Ballroom, and many, many more were also part of making Seattle a music mecca 
for this era.

1988 – DJ Nasty 

Seattle’s fi rst 
radio hip hop 

When I walked home 
from school, I passed 
the pool parlor and the 
Mardi Gras and they 
always had jazz playing. 
My mother was saying 

“No!” but the music was 
sensuous and it said 

“Yes.’”

 – pianist Patti Brown, 
quoted in Jackson 
Street After Hours, 
by Paul de Barros 

Bumbershoot 
Arts Festival 

2003 Mayor Greg Nickels creates offi cial 
Seattle Music Offi ce and commissions a 
ground-breaking economic impact study, 
revealing $1.3 billion in annual revenues 

and nearly 8,700 jobs generated by 
Seattle’s growing music industry.

2001 – First 
Vera Project 
concert on 

January 27th 
at IBEW Union 
Hall, Local 46.

1984 – The Young Fresh 
Fellows’s LP, Fabulous 
Sounds of the Pacifi c 
Northwest, lauded as 
“perfect” by Rolling 

Stone.

The early 1990s saw top 
Northwest bands like 
Nirvana, Pearl Jam, 

Soundgarden, Alice in 
Chains, Mudhoney, & the 
Screaming Trees ruling 

all of rockdom.

1996 – Film 
Hype, 

exposes 
grunge 

movement, 
creates 

more hype.

Outside of Seattle

Jimi Hendrix Offi cial Gravesite Memorial: Greenwood 
Memorial Park, 350 Monroe Ave. NE, Renton, WA. This 
majestic domed memorial was the brainchild of the great 
guitarist’s father, Al Hendrix, to provide fans with a proper 
setting in which to pay tribute.  The project took years to 
complete.  Al died in 2002, 
and now rests beside his 
son, whose remains were 
moved here in 2003.

Parker’s Ballroom: 17001 Aurora Ave. N.  This 
1930s hall drew crowds throughout the big band 
days and during the 1960s “Louie Louie” era – when 
the Dynamics cut their classic live album there.  The 
hall was recast later as the Aquarius Tavern, which 
played a role in launching the band Heart.

Spanish 
Castle Ballroom: NW 

corner of Pacifi c Highway S. & Des 
Moines Way. On this site stood the 
fabled 1931 hall that featured big 
bands, country combos, and pioneering 
locals like The Frantics, The Sonics, and 
The Wailers. One fan, Jimi Hendrix, was 

inspired to write his “Spanish Castle 
Magic” in tribute.
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CZ Records 
Six
showcases new 
hybrid “grunge” 
sound of punk 

and heavy metal.
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Spin. January and September 1992.

Interviews: Ed Beeson • Norm Bobrow • William Bolcom •  
Frank Cox • Charles R. Cross • Paul de Barros • Dave 
Dederer • Paul Dorpat • Jack Endino • Steph Fairweather • 
Ricardo Frazier • Jeff Gilbert • John Gilbreath • Dee Goe • 
Janie Hendrix • Donna James • Eric Jaeger • Glenn Lorbiecki 
• Sir Mix-A-Lot • Jane Peck •  Louie Raffl oere • Larry Reid • 
Susan Silver •  Ben Smith • Gene Stout • Kim Thayil • Jay 
Thomas • Jim Wilke

Viretta Park with 
bench detail
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1976 – 1983 PUNK ERA

1971 – 1976 TAVERN ROCK ERA

1967 – 1970 FLOWER POWER, LIGHT SHOW 



1970 – 
Jimi Hendrix plays 

his last Seattle 
show, at south-end 

baseball park 
Sick’s Stadium.

1968 – 
Jimi Hendrix 
fi rst Seattle 

headlining gig at 
Seattle Center 

Arena.

1971 – 
Bumbershoot 
Arts Festival 

debuts.

1975 – 
Tacoma’s Diane 
Schuur debuts 
at the Monterey 

Jazz Festival.

Capitol Hill

This bohemian neighborhood attracts students and hipsters to its clubs, 
shops, eateries, and the vivid street scene on Broadway and beyond. With 

two colleges and one university nearby, 
businesses stay open later than usual.

1. Dick’s Drive-In: 115 Broadway E. The home of 
the Deluxe burger was immortalized in Sir-Mix-a-Lot’s 
1989 hit “Posse on Broadway,” a song that defi ned 
the jovial spirit of Seattle’s famous rap label, 
NastyMix Records.

2. 10th & E Pike St.: The close proximity of The 
Comet Tavern at 922 E Pike St., Moe’s Mo’ Rockin’ Café (now Neumo’s Crystal 
Ball Reading Room) at 925 E Pike St., the Century Ballroom at 915 E Pine St., 
and Broadway’s bustling strip have made this area ground zero for a generation of 
nightcrawlers. 

3. Cornish College of the Arts:  710 E Roy 
St. Piano teacher and student of the 
Montessori method Nellie Cornish 
founded this school in 1914 to create a 
space where students could experience 
the interconnectedness of all the arts. A 
hotbed of avant-gardism in the 1930s, 
its instructors included John Cage, 
Merce Cunningham, Martha Graham and 
Mark Tobey. The school survives as one 
of only a handful of accredited colleges 
of visual and performing arts in the 
United States. Most of Cornish relocated 
to the Denny Triangle area at the turn of 
this century, but historic Kerry Hall 
remains in use at this address. 

4. Coryell Apartments: 1820 E Thomas St. 
Home to the main characters in 
Cameron Crowe’s 1992 movie about 
young love and independent rock, 
Singles.

5. Jimi Hendrix Statue: 900 E Pine St. This privately 
commissioned artwork shows Seattle’s legendary 
axeman in a typically fl amboyant performance 
pose.

6. Volunteer Park: 1247 15th Ave. E Seattle’s site of 
counterculture “be-ins” sponsored by local 
newspaper The Helix during the 60s. 

Central District / Southeast Seattle

Racial and ethnic diversity characterize this 
historic area. 
Jimi Hendrix and Quincy Jones both spent 
formative childhood years here, and Ray 
Charles walked its streets as a young 
musician.

7. The Blue Note / Local 493 Black 
Musicians’ Union Hall: 1319 E Jefferson. 
Before desegregation, the Black Musicians’ 

Union Hall was a performance and social club and every member had a 
key to get in. In 1958 the union merged with AFM Local 76.

8. Viretta Park: 151 Lake Washington Blvd 
E. Fans often leave fl owers on a graffi ti-
laden bench at this unoffi cial public 
memorial near Kurt Cobain‘s former 
home.

9. Garfi eld High School: 400 23rd Ave.
Led by the venerable Clarence Acox, the 
Garfi eld Jazz Band has established itself 
as one of the nation’s top high school 
ensembles. Famous alumni from the 
music-friendly school, 
built in 1923, include 
Quincy Jones, Jimi 
Hendrix, and 
Ernestine Anderson. 
Visit by appointment 
only.

NW Seattle / Ballard / Magnolia

Seattle’s north and west neighborhoods, grounded in 
maritime and Scandinavian culture, now nurture a 
burgeoning music scene. 

10. Ballard Avenue: Though some artists and 
musicians have hung out in this neighborhood 
for years, only recently has Ballard burst into 

prominence as Seattle’s newest “new bohemia.” This street, an 
historic row of boutiques and nightspots, includes popular stops 
like the Tractor Tavern, Bop Street Records, the Sunset Tavern, 
and Hattie’s Hat. 

11. Daybreak Star Cultural Center in Discovery Park: 3801 W 
Government Way. Every July, this headquarters for United 
Indians of All Tribes Foundation, located within an expansive 
natural park, is home to a Pow Wow that attracts hundreds of 
dancers in full regalia, dozens of drum groups, and up to 10,000 
spectators in celebration of Native American culture. 

University District / Northeast Seattle

Centered around the University of Washington, this neighborhood has 
maintained a daring and youthful ambience. You never know what to expect 
in this ever-changing, vibrant area.

12. KRAB Radio – Jack Straw Productions: 4261 Roosevelt Way NE. Established in 
1963, KRAB was the second non-commercial, community-supported radio station 
in the US and the model for community radio nationwide. KRAB went off the air in 
1984, but its spirit lives on in the Jack Straw Foundation, still based at KRAB’s old 
address. Jack Straw is the Northwest’s only nonprofi t multidisciplinary audio arts 

center, housing a recording studio, a gallery, a 
performance space, and a permanent exhibit on KRAB.

13. The Blue Moon and Rainbow Taverns: 712 & 722 
NE 45th St. The epicenter of beatnik and hippie 
Seattle, these two taverns are greasy with literary and 
musical history. The Northwest’s most notable scribes, 
from Theodore Roethke to Tom Robbins, hugged the bar 
at the Blue Moon in its glory days, while next door at 
the Rainbow Northwest, blues, free jazz, and jam bands 
found a home. Robert Cray, Soundgarden, and Wayne 
Horvitz are among the Northwest artists who have 
contributed to the Rainbow’s funky ambience.

14. University of Washington: 4001 University Way NE. Notable U of W alums and/or 
former attendees include composer and pianist William Bolcom; leftist topical 
songwriter Earl H. Robinson; folk favorites The Brothers Four; jazz fusion pioneer 
Larry Coryell; smooth jazz king Kenny G. (who boasts a B.A. in accounting); punk 
legends Mark Arm and Kim Thayil; and guitarist Dave Dederer of the Presidents of 
the United States of America.

 The U of W is also famous for its ethnomusicology archive, which holds more than 
10,000 tapes and discs of fi eld and other music recordings, and more than 250 
musical instruments from around the world, as well as for the pristine Meany Hall 
for the Performing Arts.

15. Roosevelt High School: 1410 NE 66 St. Famous alumni of this “rock ‘n roll high 
school” include Pearl Jam’s lead guitarist Mike McCready, Guns and Roses bassist 
Duff McKagan, and Mötley Crüe guitarist Nikki Sixx. Roosevelt’s jazz band annually 
rivals Garfi eld’s in national high school competitions. Visit by appointment only.

1976 – Heart’s 
Dreamboat Annie 
released, Ann and 
Nancy Wilson gain 
international fame.

1975–76 – Sax ace 
Kenny G cuts debut 

45s with Seattle 
funk group Cold, 
Bold & Together.

1979 – Bruce Pavitt launches photocopied 
zine Subterranean Pop in Olympia, which 
lays the foundation for Sub Pop Records.

1979 – The Rocket 
magazine debuts in 
October & covers 
the local music 

scene for 
two decades.

1985 – Local 
rocker, Duff 
McKagan 
joins Guns 
and Roses 

and becomes 
a star.

1985 – Seattle 
initiates controversial 

Teen Dance 
Ordinance restricting 

young people’s 
access to music.

1986 – Tacoma’s 
Robert Cray fi nds 

worldwide fame with 
his Grammy-winning 
third album, Strong 

Presuader.

1986 – 
CZ Records Deep 
Six compilation 
showcases new 
hybrid “grunge” 
sound of punk 

and heavy metal.

1988 – DJ Nasty 
Nes hosts 

Seattle’s fi rst 
radio hip hop 
show, “Rap 
Attack,” on 

KCMU.

1989–1996 GRUNGE ERA

1990 – Future super 
group, Temple of the 
Dog record released. 
Pearl Jam forms from 

this group.

1991 – Nirvana’s 
Nevermind hits #1 and 

breaks new grunge 
genre to world.

1991 – Feminist 
wave, Riot Grrrl 

movement starts 
in Olympia, gains 

international 
attention.

1994 – 
Death of Nirvana 

frontman, 
Kurt Cobain. 

2000 – 
First Rockrgrl 

Music 
Conference.

2000 – 
Experience 

Music Project 
music 

museum 
opens.

1996 – Film 
Hype, exposes 

grunge 
movement, 

creates more 

1997. . . FROM MUSIC SCENE TO MUSIC INDUSTRY

Jazz - Jackson Street Era
In the not too distant past, nightclubs lined Seattle’s Jackson Street and 
surrounding area where dancing, bootleg liquor and hot jazz were spilling 
into the streets around the clock. Ray Charles, Quincy Jones, and Ernestine 
Anderson are just a few artists whose careers were launched on these 
blocks. Take a jazz scene walking tour. Several of these historic buildings 
are still standing, most are not. After your historical ramble, check out 
some of today’s local jazz sounds at clubs like Dimitriou’s Jazz Alley or 
Tula’s – or if you’re lucky enough to be in town when it’s happening, 
immerse yourself in the world-class, fringe-friendly, Earshot Jazz Festival. 

The Black & Tan Club: 404½ 12th Ave. S. Seattle’s most esteemed and 
longest-lived jazz nightclub operated from 1922–1966 under various names, and  

was the backdrop to greats like Duke Ellington, 
Ray Charles, and Charlie Parker.

The Black Elks Club: 662½ S Jackson, top 
fl oor. A 17 year-old Ray Charles had his fi rst 
regular gig here in 1948 with Garcia McKee.

The Rocking Chair: 1301 E Yesler Way. 
A raucous place memorialized by Charles’ 
“Rocking Chair Blues.”

The 908 Club: 908 12th Ave. Considered 
Seattle’s fi rst modern jazz temple, this was 
where hipsters and bohemians came to listen 
instead of dance. 

YMCA, East Madison Branch: 1723 23rd Ave. 
A venue for some of the best-known names in 
Northwest jazz and R&B: Dave Lewis, Floyd 
Standifer, Oscar Holden Sr., Quincy Jones, Ray 
Charles, Ernestine Anderson.

The Washington Performance Hall: 153 14th 
Ave. The NAACP’s “Grand Benefi t Ball” was held 

here in 1918 – Seattle’s fi rst documented jazz performance.

The Washington Social Club: 2302 E Madison. Artists booked by bandleader 
and promoter Bumps Blackwell included an underage Ernestine Anderson.

The Ubangi, the Colony Club, the Jungle Temple, the Mardi Gras, the Savoy 
Ballroom, and many, many more were also part of making Seattle a music mecca 
for this era.

1988 – DJ Nasty 

Seattle’s fi rst 
radio hip hop 

When I walked home 
from school, I passed 
the pool parlor and the 
Mardi Gras and they 
always had jazz playing. 
My mother was saying 

“No!” but the music was 
sensuous and it said 

“Yes.’”

 – pianist Patti Brown, 
quoted in Jackson 
Street After Hours, 
by Paul de Barros 

Bumbershoot 
Arts Festival 

2003 Mayor Greg Nickels creates offi cial 
Seattle Music Offi ce and commissions a 
ground-breaking economic impact study, 
revealing $1.3 billion in annual revenues 

and nearly 8,700 jobs generated by 
Seattle’s growing music industry.

2001 – First 
Vera Project 
concert on 

January 27th 
at IBEW Union 
Hall, Local 46.

1984 – The Young Fresh 
Fellows’s LP, Fabulous 
Sounds of the Pacifi c 
Northwest, lauded as 
“perfect” by Rolling 

Stone.

The early 1990s saw top 
Northwest bands like 
Nirvana, Pearl Jam, 

Soundgarden, Alice in 
Chains, Mudhoney, & the 
Screaming Trees ruling 

all of rockdom.

1996 – Film 
Hype, 

exposes 
grunge 

movement, 
creates 

more hype.

Outside of Seattle

Jimi Hendrix Offi cial Gravesite Memorial: Greenwood 
Memorial Park, 350 Monroe Ave. NE, Renton, WA. This 
majestic domed memorial was the brainchild of the great 
guitarist’s father, Al Hendrix, to provide fans with a proper 
setting in which to pay tribute.  The project took years to 
complete.  Al died in 2002, 
and now rests beside his 
son, whose remains were 
moved here in 2003.

Parker’s Ballroom: 17001 Aurora Ave. N.  This 
1930s hall drew crowds throughout the big band 
days and during the 1960s “Louie Louie” era – when 
the Dynamics cut their classic live album there.  The 
hall was recast later as the Aquarius Tavern, which 
played a role in launching the band Heart.

Spanish 
Castle Ballroom: NW 

corner of Pacifi c Highway S. & Des 
Moines Way. On this site stood the 
fabled 1931 hall that featured big 
bands, country combos, and pioneering 
locals like The Frantics, The Sonics, and 
The Wailers. One fan, Jimi Hendrix, was 

inspired to write his “Spanish Castle 
Magic” in tribute.

35
th

 A
v 

N
E

15
th

 A
v 

N
E

15
th

 A
v 

N
E

25
th

 A
v 

N
E

R
oo

se
ve

lt 
W

ay
 N

E

35
th

 A
v 

N
E

N 185th St

N 205th St

24th Av NE

D
ay

to
n 

Av
 N

14

th
 A

v 
N W

W
es

tm
ins

te
r

N 145th St

3r
d 

Av
 N

W
3r

d 
Av

 N
W

Fr
em

on
t A

v 
N

B
ro

ad
w

ay
 E

Q
ue

en
 A

ne
 A

v 
N

12
th

 A
v 

E
15

th
 A

v 
S

Beacon Av S

32
nd

 A
v 

N
W

61
st

 A
v 

N
E

68
th

 A
v 

N
E

80
th

 A
v 

N
E

12
4t

h 
Av

 N
E

Sim
onds Rd NE

Juanita D
r N

E

NE 141st St

NE 132nd St

W
illow

 R
d N

E

NE 124th St

12
4t

h 
Av

 N
E

13
2n

d 
Av

 N
E

84
th

 A
v 

N
E

68th Av NE

Ju

anita 
Dr NE

NE 110th St

NE 65th StNW 65th St

NW Market St

W Emerson St

NW 85th St

N 45th St

Leary W
ay

Se
av

ie
w

 A
v 

NW

E Gre
en

 L
ake

NE 80th St

NE 70th St

NE 24th St

NE 8th St

Main St

NE 12th St

13
2n

d 
Av

 N
E

14
0t

h 
Av

 N
E

14
0t

h 
Av

 S
E

14
8t

h 
Av

 N
E

14
8t

h 
Av

 S
E

Old Redmond Rd

12
4t

h 
Av

 N
E

11
6t

h 
Av

 N
E

E
ve

rg
re

en
 P

oi
nt

 R
d

Lake Hills Connector132nd Av 

E Cherry St

E Aloha St

Ea
st

la
ke

 A
v  

E

W
est lake Av N

Gilman Av W

36
th

 A
v 

W

A
la

sk
an

 W
ay

 S

1s
t A

v 
S

C
al

ifo
rn

ia
 A

v 
S

W

D
el

rid
ge

 W
ay

 S
W

16
th

 A
v 

S
W

8t
h 

Av
 S

A
irp

or
t W

ay
 S

Columbian Wy
S Genesee St

Switt Av S

Airport W
ay S

Admiral Wy

SW Thistle St

A
m

baum
 B

l SW

21
st

 A
v 

S
W

M
ilitary R

d S

S 156th Way

Interurban Av S
68th Av S

SW 16th St

Benson Rd S

Ta
lb

ot
 R

d 
S

SE 95th WayN 30th St

La
ke

 W

as
hin

gt
on

 B
l N

SE May Valley Rd

Lk
 W

as
hi

ng

to
n 

B
l S

ESE 60th St

SE Newport W
ay

14
8t

h 
Av

 S
E

SE 192nd St

E
 V

al
le

y 
R

d

D
es M

oines

M
arine View 

SW 128th St

84
th

 A
v 

S

20
th

 A
v 

N
W

76
th

 A
v 

W

44
th

 A
v 

W
44

th
 A

v 
W

36
th

 A
v 

W

Ol ym
pi

c 
Vi

ew
 Dr

188th St SW N
or

th
 R

d

Lo
cu

st
 W

ay

228th St SW 228th St SW

39
th

 A
v 

S
E

51
st

 A
v 

S
E

35
th

 A
v 

S
E

196th St SE

180th St SE

240th St SE

132nd Av N
E

S 176th St

SE 40th St St

Ballinger Way NEA
ur

or
a 

Av
 N

A
ur

or
a 

Av
 N

15
th

 A
v 

N
W

15
th

 A
v 

W

A
ur

or
a 

Av
 N

A
ur

or
a 

Av
 N

23
rd

 A
v  

E

N 130th St
NE 125th St

NE Northgate Way

Holman Rd NW

Bothell Way NE
NE 175th St

W
ood inville-R

edm
ond R

d

10
0t

h 
Av

 N
E

M
ar

ke
t S

t

10
8t

h 
Av

 N
E

11
2t

h 
Av

 N
E

B
el

le
vu

e 
W

ay
 N

E

S
and Point W

ay N
E

La
ke

 C
ity

 W
ay

 N
E

San
d 

Po

int Way N
E

M
on

tla
ke

 B
l N

E

Central Way NE Redmond- K i rkland

Bellevue-Redmond Rd

Lake W
a

shington

Lake  W
ashington B

l S
E

E Madison St

M
ar

tin
 L

u
th

er
 K

i n
g 

Jr
 W

ay
 E

W. Denny  Way

4th Av

Boren Av

Rainier Av S

Virg
ini

a S
t

Elliott Av W

La
ke

sid
e 

Av
 S

4t
h 

Av
 S

S Orcas Av

M
artin Luther King Jr W

ay S

R
ai

ni
er

 A
v 

S
S

ew
ar

d 
Pa

rk
 A

v S

E Marginal Way S

W
 M

arginal W
ay SW

Harbor Av SWAlki A
v S

W

 B
each Dr SW

47
th

 A
v 

S
W

35
th

 A
v 

S
W

M
arine  Dr S

W

1s t Av S

Des Moines W
ay S

S 108th St

42
nd

 A
v 

S

SW 106th St

P
a

cific Hwy S

Renton Av S Rainier Av S

S 3rd St
S 2nd St

N 3rd St
NE 4th St

P
ar

k 
Av

 N

13
8t

h 
Av

 S
E

SW Grady Way

W
 Valley R

d

100t h Av S

Maple     V alley   Rd

NE 
Su

ns

et Bl

C
o

a l Cree
k  Pkw

y SE

Be llevue W
ay S

E
E M

er
cer  

W
ayW

 M
er

ce
r W

ay

Island Crest W
ay

SE 68 St

SE Petro vitsky Rd

14
0t

h 
Av

 S
E

10
8t

h 
Av

 S
ES E Ca rr 

Rd

S 180th St

S 188th St

1s
t A

v 
S

M
ilitary Rd S

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l B
l

D
es

 M
oi

ne
s 

W
a

y 
S

1s
t A

v 
S

E Yesler Way

E
dm

onds W

a y

Pa
cif

ic 
Hw

y

Main St

212th St SW

196th St SW

Filbert Rd

Bo
th

el
 E

ve
re

tt 
H

w
y

Maltby Rd

W
oo

di
nv

ille
 C

ut
-o

ff

Bothell W
a

y

Or
illa

 R
d 

M
artin Luther King Jr Way S

14
th

 A
v 

S

West Seattle Fwy

Lacy V Morrow Bridge

Evergreen Point Bridge

RICHMOND
BEACH
PARK

SNOHOMISH
COUNTY

PARK

SHOREVIEW
PARK

HAMLIN
PARK

ST. EDWARDS
STATE PARK

BIG
FINN
HILL

PARK

JUANITA
BAY PARK

Magnuson
Park

BRIDLE
TRAILS
STATE
PARK

OVERLAKE
GOLF &

COUNTRY
CLUB

KELSEY
CREEK
PARK

MERCER
SLOUGH

PARK

COAL CREEK
COUNTY PARK

PIONEER
PARK

LUTHER
BURBANK

PARK

Seward
Park

Jefferson
Park Golf
Course

WESTCREST
PARK

SEAHURST
COUNTY

PARK

UW
Arboretum

Woodland
Park

Carkeek
Park

Discovery
Park

Volunteer
Park

JACKSON
PARK GOLF

COURSE

SEATTLE
GOLF &

COUNTRY
CLUB

University
Of Washington

Seattle
Center

Seattle-tacoma
International

Airport

Edmonds
Community

College

South
Center

Shopping
Center

Renton
Shopping

Center

Longacres
Race Track

Shoreline
Comm. College

Northgate
Shopping

Center

Chittenden
Locks

Northwest
College

Bellevue
Square

Shopping
Center

Factoria
Square
Shopping
Center

Bellevue
Community

College

Renton
Airport

Boeing
Field

Alderwood
Mall

Maplewood

Fairwood

Benson
Hill

Orilla

Gregory
Heights

BurienSeahurst

Boulevard
Park

Shorewood

White
Center

Arbor
Heights

Riverton

Riverton
Heights

Mcmicken
Heights

Skyway

Bryn
Mawr

Rainier
Beach

May
Creek

Newcastle

Eastgate

Factoria

Sunset
Village

Wilburton

Overlake

Earlmont

Kingsgate

Hollywood

Woodinville

Maltby

Kenmore
Richmond
Highlands

North
City

Richmond
Beach

Highlands

Bitter
Lake Haller

Lake
Lake
City

View
Ridge

Ravenna

Wallingford

Fremont

Interbay

Magnolia Queen
Anne
Hill

Montlake
Madison
Park

Capitol
Hill Madrona

Park

Beacon
Hill

Harbor
Island

West
Seattle

Alki
Mount
Baker

Ballard

Crown
Hill

North
Beach

Blue
Ridge

Greenwood

Laurelhurst

Northgate

Inglewood

Juanita

1

3

5
2

4

6

9

14

11
10

12

13

15

CZ Records 
Six
showcases new 
hybrid “grunge” 
sound of punk 

and heavy metal.
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1970 – 
Jimi Hendrix plays 

his last Seattle 
show, at south-end 

baseball park 
Sick’s Stadium.

1968 – 
Jimi Hendrix 
fi rst Seattle 

headlining gig at 
Seattle Center 

Arena.

1971 – 
Bumbershoot 
Arts Festival 

debuts.

1975 – 
Tacoma’s Diane 
Schuur debuts 
at the Monterey 

Jazz Festival.

Capitol Hill

This bohemian neighborhood attracts students and hipsters to its clubs, 
shops, eateries, and the vivid street scene on Broadway and beyond. With 

two colleges and one university nearby, 
businesses stay open later than usual.

1. Dick’s Drive-In: 115 Broadway E. The home of 
the Deluxe burger was immortalized in Sir-Mix-a-Lot’s 
1989 hit “Posse on Broadway,” a song that defi ned 
the jovial spirit of Seattle’s famous rap label, 
NastyMix Records.

2. 10th & E Pike St.: The close proximity of The 
Comet Tavern at 922 E Pike St., Moe’s Mo’ Rockin’ Café (now Neumo’s Crystal 
Ball Reading Room) at 925 E Pike St., the Century Ballroom at 915 E Pine St., 
and Broadway’s bustling strip have made this area ground zero for a generation of 
nightcrawlers. 

3. Cornish College of the Arts:  710 E Roy 
St. Piano teacher and student of the 
Montessori method Nellie Cornish 
founded this school in 1914 to create a 
space where students could experience 
the interconnectedness of all the arts. A 
hotbed of avant-gardism in the 1930s, 
its instructors included John Cage, 
Merce Cunningham, Martha Graham and 
Mark Tobey. The school survives as one 
of only a handful of accredited colleges 
of visual and performing arts in the 
United States. Most of Cornish relocated 
to the Denny Triangle area at the turn of 
this century, but historic Kerry Hall 
remains in use at this address. 

4. Coryell Apartments: 1820 E Thomas St. 
Home to the main characters in 
Cameron Crowe’s 1992 movie about 
young love and independent rock, 
Singles.

5. Jimi Hendrix Statue: 900 E Pine St. This privately 
commissioned artwork shows Seattle’s legendary 
axeman in a typically fl amboyant performance 
pose.

6. Volunteer Park: 1247 15th Ave. E Seattle’s site of 
counterculture “be-ins” sponsored by local 
newspaper The Helix during the 60s. 

Central District / Southeast Seattle

Racial and ethnic diversity characterize this 
historic area. 
Jimi Hendrix and Quincy Jones both spent 
formative childhood years here, and Ray 
Charles walked its streets as a young 
musician.

7. The Blue Note / Local 493 Black 
Musicians’ Union Hall: 1319 E Jefferson. 
Before desegregation, the Black Musicians’ 

Union Hall was a performance and social club and every member had a 
key to get in. In 1958 the union merged with AFM Local 76.

8. Viretta Park: 151 Lake Washington Blvd 
E. Fans often leave fl owers on a graffi ti-
laden bench at this unoffi cial public 
memorial near Kurt Cobain‘s former 
home.

9. Garfi eld High School: 400 23rd Ave.
Led by the venerable Clarence Acox, the 
Garfi eld Jazz Band has established itself 
as one of the nation’s top high school 
ensembles. Famous alumni from the 
music-friendly school, 
built in 1923, include 
Quincy Jones, Jimi 
Hendrix, and 
Ernestine Anderson. 
Visit by appointment 
only.

NW Seattle / Ballard / Magnolia

Seattle’s north and west neighborhoods, grounded in 
maritime and Scandinavian culture, now nurture a 
burgeoning music scene. 

10. Ballard Avenue: Though some artists and 
musicians have hung out in this neighborhood 
for years, only recently has Ballard burst into 

prominence as Seattle’s newest “new bohemia.” This street, an 
historic row of boutiques and nightspots, includes popular stops 
like the Tractor Tavern, Bop Street Records, the Sunset Tavern, 
and Hattie’s Hat. 

11. Daybreak Star Cultural Center in Discovery Park: 3801 W 
Government Way. Every July, this headquarters for United 
Indians of All Tribes Foundation, located within an expansive 
natural park, is home to a Pow Wow that attracts hundreds of 
dancers in full regalia, dozens of drum groups, and up to 10,000 
spectators in celebration of Native American culture. 

University District / Northeast Seattle

Centered around the University of Washington, this neighborhood has 
maintained a daring and youthful ambience. You never know what to expect 
in this ever-changing, vibrant area.

12. KRAB Radio – Jack Straw Productions: 4261 Roosevelt Way NE. Established in 
1963, KRAB was the second non-commercial, community-supported radio station 
in the US and the model for community radio nationwide. KRAB went off the air in 
1984, but its spirit lives on in the Jack Straw Foundation, still based at KRAB’s old 
address. Jack Straw is the Northwest’s only nonprofi t multidisciplinary audio arts 

center, housing a recording studio, a gallery, a 
performance space, and a permanent exhibit on KRAB.

13. The Blue Moon and Rainbow Taverns: 712 & 722 
NE 45th St. The epicenter of beatnik and hippie 
Seattle, these two taverns are greasy with literary and 
musical history. The Northwest’s most notable scribes, 
from Theodore Roethke to Tom Robbins, hugged the bar 
at the Blue Moon in its glory days, while next door at 
the Rainbow Northwest, blues, free jazz, and jam bands 
found a home. Robert Cray, Soundgarden, and Wayne 
Horvitz are among the Northwest artists who have 
contributed to the Rainbow’s funky ambience.

14. University of Washington: 4001 University Way NE. Notable U of W alums and/or 
former attendees include composer and pianist William Bolcom; leftist topical 
songwriter Earl H. Robinson; folk favorites The Brothers Four; jazz fusion pioneer 
Larry Coryell; smooth jazz king Kenny G. (who boasts a B.A. in accounting); punk 
legends Mark Arm and Kim Thayil; and guitarist Dave Dederer of the Presidents of 
the United States of America.

 The U of W is also famous for its ethnomusicology archive, which holds more than 
10,000 tapes and discs of fi eld and other music recordings, and more than 250 
musical instruments from around the world, as well as for the pristine Meany Hall 
for the Performing Arts.

15. Roosevelt High School: 1410 NE 66 St. Famous alumni of this “rock ‘n roll high 
school” include Pearl Jam’s lead guitarist Mike McCready, Guns and Roses bassist 
Duff McKagan, and Mötley Crüe guitarist Nikki Sixx. Roosevelt’s jazz band annually 
rivals Garfi eld’s in national high school competitions. Visit by appointment only.

1976 – Heart’s 
Dreamboat Annie 
released, Ann and 
Nancy Wilson gain 
international fame.

1975–76 – Sax ace 
Kenny G cuts debut 

45s with Seattle 
funk group Cold, 
Bold & Together.

1979 – Bruce Pavitt launches photocopied 
zine Subterranean Pop in Olympia, which 
lays the foundation for Sub Pop Records.

1979 – The Rocket 
magazine debuts in 
October & covers 
the local music 

scene for 
two decades.

1985 – Local 
rocker, Duff 
McKagan 
joins Guns 
and Roses 

and becomes 
a star.

1985 – Seattle 
initiates controversial 

Teen Dance 
Ordinance restricting 

young people’s 
access to music.

1986 – Tacoma’s 
Robert Cray fi nds 

worldwide fame with 
his Grammy-winning 
third album, Strong 

Presuader.

1986 – 
CZ Records Deep 
Six compilation 
showcases new 
hybrid “grunge” 
sound of punk 

and heavy metal.

1988 – DJ Nasty 
Nes hosts 

Seattle’s fi rst 
radio hip hop 
show, “Rap 
Attack,” on 

KCMU.

1989–1996 GRUNGE ERA

1990 – Future super 
group, Temple of the 
Dog record released. 
Pearl Jam forms from 

this group.

1991 – Nirvana’s 
Nevermind hits #1 and 

breaks new grunge 
genre to world.

1991 – Feminist 
wave, Riot Grrrl 

movement starts 
in Olympia, gains 

international 
attention.

1994 – 
Death of Nirvana 

frontman, 
Kurt Cobain. 

2000 – 
First Rockrgrl 

Music 
Conference.

2000 – 
Experience 

Music Project 
music 

museum 
opens.

1996 – Film 
Hype, exposes 

grunge 
movement, 

creates more 

1997. . . FROM MUSIC SCENE TO MUSIC INDUSTRY

Jazz - Jackson Street Era
In the not too distant past, nightclubs lined Seattle’s Jackson Street and 
surrounding area where dancing, bootleg liquor and hot jazz were spilling 
into the streets around the clock. Ray Charles, Quincy Jones, and Ernestine 
Anderson are just a few artists whose careers were launched on these 
blocks. Take a jazz scene walking tour. Several of these historic buildings 
are still standing, most are not. After your historical ramble, check out 
some of today’s local jazz sounds at clubs like Dimitriou’s Jazz Alley or 
Tula’s – or if you’re lucky enough to be in town when it’s happening, 
immerse yourself in the world-class, fringe-friendly, Earshot Jazz Festival. 

The Black & Tan Club: 404½ 12th Ave. S. Seattle’s most esteemed and 
longest-lived jazz nightclub operated from 1922–1966 under various names, and  

was the backdrop to greats like Duke Ellington, 
Ray Charles, and Charlie Parker.

The Black Elks Club: 662½ S Jackson, top 
fl oor. A 17 year-old Ray Charles had his fi rst 
regular gig here in 1948 with Garcia McKee.

The Rocking Chair: 1301 E Yesler Way. 
A raucous place memorialized by Charles’ 
“Rocking Chair Blues.”

The 908 Club: 908 12th Ave. Considered 
Seattle’s fi rst modern jazz temple, this was 
where hipsters and bohemians came to listen 
instead of dance. 

YMCA, East Madison Branch: 1723 23rd Ave. 
A venue for some of the best-known names in 
Northwest jazz and R&B: Dave Lewis, Floyd 
Standifer, Oscar Holden Sr., Quincy Jones, Ray 
Charles, Ernestine Anderson.

The Washington Performance Hall: 153 14th 
Ave. The NAACP’s “Grand Benefi t Ball” was held 

here in 1918 – Seattle’s fi rst documented jazz performance.

The Washington Social Club: 2302 E Madison. Artists booked by bandleader 
and promoter Bumps Blackwell included an underage Ernestine Anderson.

The Ubangi, the Colony Club, the Jungle Temple, the Mardi Gras, the Savoy 
Ballroom, and many, many more were also part of making Seattle a music mecca 
for this era.

1988 – DJ Nasty 

Seattle’s fi rst 
radio hip hop 

When I walked home 
from school, I passed 
the pool parlor and the 
Mardi Gras and they 
always had jazz playing. 
My mother was saying 

“No!” but the music was 
sensuous and it said 

“Yes.’”

 – pianist Patti Brown, 
quoted in Jackson 
Street After Hours, 
by Paul de Barros 

Bumbershoot 
Arts Festival 

2003 Mayor Greg Nickels creates offi cial 
Seattle Music Offi ce and commissions a 
ground-breaking economic impact study, 
revealing $1.3 billion in annual revenues 

and nearly 8,700 jobs generated by 
Seattle’s growing music industry.

2001 – First 
Vera Project 
concert on 

January 27th 
at IBEW Union 
Hall, Local 46.

1984 – The Young Fresh 
Fellows’s LP, Fabulous 
Sounds of the Pacifi c 
Northwest, lauded as 
“perfect” by Rolling 

Stone.

The early 1990s saw top 
Northwest bands like 
Nirvana, Pearl Jam, 

Soundgarden, Alice in 
Chains, Mudhoney, & the 
Screaming Trees ruling 

all of rockdom.

1996 – Film 
Hype, 

exposes 
grunge 

movement, 
creates 

more hype.

Outside of Seattle

Jimi Hendrix Offi cial Gravesite Memorial: Greenwood 
Memorial Park, 350 Monroe Ave. NE, Renton, WA. This 
majestic domed memorial was the brainchild of the great 
guitarist’s father, Al Hendrix, to provide fans with a proper 
setting in which to pay tribute.  The project took years to 
complete.  Al died in 2002, 
and now rests beside his 
son, whose remains were 
moved here in 2003.

Parker’s Ballroom: 17001 Aurora Ave. N.  This 
1930s hall drew crowds throughout the big band 
days and during the 1960s “Louie Louie” era – when 
the Dynamics cut their classic live album there.  The 
hall was recast later as the Aquarius Tavern, which 
played a role in launching the band Heart.

Spanish 
Castle Ballroom: NW 

corner of Pacifi c Highway S. & Des 
Moines Way. On this site stood the 
fabled 1931 hall that featured big 
bands, country combos, and pioneering 
locals like The Frantics, The Sonics, and 
The Wailers. One fan, Jimi Hendrix, was 

inspired to write his “Spanish Castle 
Magic” in tribute.
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CZ Records 
Six
showcases new 
hybrid “grunge” 
sound of punk 

and heavy metal.
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PERIODICALS AND MAGAZINES

The Rocket (Seattle). April 1988 – February 14–28, 1996.

Spin. January and September 1992.

Interviews: Ed Beeson • Norm Bobrow • William Bolcom •  
Frank Cox • Charles R. Cross • Paul de Barros • Dave 
Dederer • Paul Dorpat • Jack Endino • Steph Fairweather • 
Ricardo Frazier • Jeff Gilbert • John Gilbreath • Dee Goe • 
Janie Hendrix • Donna James • Eric Jaeger • Glenn Lorbiecki 
• Sir Mix-A-Lot • Jane Peck •  Louie Raffl oere • Larry Reid • 
Susan Silver •  Ben Smith • Gene Stout • Kim Thayil • Jay 
Thomas • Jim Wilke

Viretta Park with 
bench detail
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